United States Patent o [11] Patent Number: 4,567,480
Blanchard 451 Date of Patent: Jan. 28, 1986
[54] TOUCH-SENSITIVE OVERLAY [57] ABSTRACT
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’ T electric parameter which varies as a function of incident

[51] Int. CL# .ot G09G 1/00 light from the display of character information striking
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340/365 P; 340/711; 178/18 sive to a variation in the photoelectric parameter in
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thereof and the coincident presence of character infor-
mation thereat (48). In a highly preferred implementa-
tion, the visual display is a CRT display where the
raster scan (24) and associated driving circuitry (96)
provides the position-multiplexing of character loca-
tions and selective illumination thereof, while the
photoreactive transducer is an open photovoltaic cell
for developing a localized electric potential at luminous
character locations, completed upon a manual touch by
the operator at a selected location to develop an output
voltage pulse indicative of the position(s) touched,
which pulse is then employed to interrogate registers
(98) associated with the raster scan circuitry in order to
provide spatial determination of the location(s) corre-
sponding to the coincident presence of a touch and
luminous character information thereat.

34 Claims, 12 Drawing Figures
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